
SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS 
December 17, 2023 

 
“Blessed are you and praiseworthy, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, 

and glorious forever is your name.” –Daniel 3:26,27 
 

St. Anne Byzantine Catholic Church 
222 E. Foothill Boulevard, San Luis Obispo, CA 93405 

Parish Office: (805) 543-8883 

Parish website: www.stanneslo.org 

Pastor's e-mail: stanneslo@gmail.com 

Served by: Father Michael S. Bezruchka, Pastor 

Deacon John Bradley 

Bishop: Most Reverend Kurt Burnette, Apostolic Administrator Sede Vacante 

Holy Protection of Mary Byzantine Catholic Eparchy of Phoenix 
 

Welcome! We are honored to have you come to worship with us. If you are unfamiliar with the worship of 

the Byzantine Church, simply listen to the Liturgy and allow the rest of the congregation to carry you in 

worship. We extend our hands and hearts in Christian fellowship to you here, celebrating with us, whether 

long-time residents or newly arrived in the parish. We thank God that you are with us. If you would like to 

be an active member of our Byzantine Catholic community, please contact the parish office. Since we are one 

Catholic Church with many Traditions (each that includes a liturgical rite), becoming a parishioner does not 

require that you make a canonical transfer of Rite, for example, from the Roman Rite to our Byzantine Rite. 

Yet we invite you to join us in our traditions, fast days, and feast days so as to better understand and perhaps 

one day embrace our Eastern Catholic spirituality. Please join us for our Coffee Social, held in the fellowship 

hall, immediately after the Divine Liturgy and make yourself known to our Pastor who would be happy to 

answer your questions. Welcome to St. Anne’s! 
 

St. Anne bulletin email list: Would you like to have our bulletin emailed to you each week? Request it at 

stanneslo@gmail.com 

mailto:stanneslo@gmail.com
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Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!  
This week’s liturgical schedule: (Check the MCI https://mci.archpitt.org for music and 

prayers.) Livestreaming of Sunday in the parking lot is available for those taking extra health 

precautions. 
 

Saturday, 

December 16 

Use handout 

 

 
 

5 PM Great Vespers 

 
 

Judges 13:1-5, 24-25, 14:1-20; Isaiah 25:1-9. 

Sunday, 

December 17 

Use handout 

 

Confessions: 8:30-9:20 AM 

9:30 AM Matins 

10 AM Divine Liturgy 

Intention: For Parishioners 

12 PM 

SUNDAY OF THE FOREFATHERS 
Colossians 3:4-11; Luke 14:16-24. Tone 4 

 

 

ECF classes 

 Monday,  

December 18 

MCI  

 

No liturgical services today.  

Parish Office Closed 

 

Holy Martyr Sebastian and His Companions 

Hebrews 8:7-13; Mark 9:42 - 10:1. 

Tuesday,  

December 19 

MCI 

 

7 AM First Hour and 

Emmanuel Moleben  

 

Holy Martyr Boniface 

Hebrews 9:8-10, 15-23; Mark 10:2-12. 

Parish Office Open 

 Wednesday,  

December 20 

MCI  

 

7 AM Divine Liturgy  

Deacon Thomas Donlin 

by Fr. Michael 

Holy Martyr Ignatius the God-bearer 

Hebrews 10:1-18; Mark 10:11-16. 

Parish Office Open 

 

Thursday,  

December 21 

MCI  

7 AM Divine Liturgy  

Greg H. by 

Robert & Mary Lynn Cihak 

 

Holy Martyr Juliana of Nicomedia 

Hebrews 10:35 - 11:7; Mark 10:17-27. 

Parish Office Open 

 
Friday,  

December 22 

MCI  

Confessions: 4:30-5:15 PM 

5:30 PM Royal Hours  

 

Holy Great Martyr Anastasia 

Hebrews 11:8, 11-16; Mark 10:23-32. 

Parish Office Open 

 Saturday,  

December 23 

MCI  

 

Use handout 

Confessions: 9-9:30 AM 

10 AM Divine Liturgy 

+Galina Sirotkina 

by Ames Elmendorf 
 

5 PM Great Vespers 

Saturday before Christmas 

Holy Ten Martyrs of Crete 

Galatians 3:8-12; Luke 13:18-29. 

Parish Office Open 

Genesis 14:14-20; Deuteronomy 1:8-11, 15-17;  

Deuteronomy 10:14-21. 

Sunday, 

December 24 

Use handout 

Confessions: 8:30-9:20 AM 

9:30 AM Matins 

10 AM Divine Liturgy 

Intention: For Parishioners 

7 PM Great Vespers 

SUNDAY BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

SUNDAY OF THE ANCESTORS 
Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40; Matthew 1:1-25.  

Tone 5 

Micah 5:1-3; Baruch 3:36 - 4:4; Isaiah 7:10-16, 

8:1-4, 8-10; Isaiah 9:6-7. 

https://mci.archpitt.org/
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No RCIA on December 21, December 28, or January 4. 
RCIA classes meet almost every Thursday at 6pm. 

Please contact Fr. Michael for more info and for the schedule. 
 

Phillip’s Fast  
November 15 – December 24 

 

Christmas: Birth of Our Lord—(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Sunday, December 24, at 7pm—Great Vespers 

Monday, December 25, at 10am—Divine Liturgy 
 

Circumcision of Our Lord (Solemn Holy Day) 
Sunday, December 31, at 4pm—Great Vespers 

Monday, January 1, at 10am—Divine Liturgy 
 

Theophany of Our Lord (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Friday, January 5, at 5:30pm—Vigil Vesperal Divine Liturgy 

All Night Vigil signup-- https://signup.com/go/WmZJouN 

Saturday, January 6, at 10am—Divine Liturgy 
 

Movie Night: Gender Transformation—the Untold Realities 
Friday, January 26 at 7pm. 

 

 

SUNDAY GIFTS TO THE LORD 

December 10, 2023:  

Total bank Deposit: $4,008. 

Regular parish income: $3,783. 

Tithes: $1,725. 

Building Fund: $1,100. 

Donations: $759. 

Candles: $104. 

Holy Day, Maternity: $55. 

Gift Shop: $40. 

*Religious Retirement 

     Fund: $225. 

  * Special collections 

   initiated by the Eparchy do     

   not count as income to the  

   parish. 

Your donations are enabling us to continue paying our bills at St Anne’s. Thank you! 

Please note that you have three ways to contribute: 1) Place your donation in the collection 

basket or the secure locked box in the Narthex; 2) Mail it; or 3) Go to www.stanneslo.org and 

click on the Giving tab. 

May God bless your generosity to His Church! 

 

UPCOMING CALENDAR DATES 

Birthdays: December 18—Henry Vigliotti; 

December 21—Tom Gomez and James Rowen; December 23—Efrain V. 

Anniversaries: December 20—Colin & Virginia Sheehan; December 21—Jim & Cheryl Shepard 

God grant them many blessed years! 

https://signup.com/go/WmZJouN
http://www.stanneslo.org/


3 
 

 

OIL LAMP INTENTIONS 

Eternal Lamp above Ambon in church: [available] 

Eternal Lamp to St. Anne in the narthex: [available] 

Icon of Jesus Christ: 

Vocations to the Eparchy of Phoenix by James Rowen (12/10/2023-12/30/2023) 

Icon of the Theotokos: Katherine Bradley by James Rowen (12/10/2023-12/30/2023) 

Icon of St. Anne: Gloria Norris by Belinda Reyna (12/10/2023-1/6/2024) 

Icon of St. Mary Magdalene: +Rodney Gills by Belinda Reyna (12/10/2023-1/6/2024) 

Icon of St. John the Baptist: José González by Belinda Reyna (12/3/2023-3/9/2024)   

Icon of St. Nicholas: Socorro Gonzales (12/17/2023-1/13/2024) 

 

House Blessings: Forms can be found in last week’s bulletin and the narthex for 

signing up to have your home blessed. Forms are due December 31. 
 

Retirement Fund for Religious Special Collection: This Sunday, December 17, is the 

last day to donate to this worthy cause. 
 

Why are we praying for an Eparchial Bishop? Some of you may wonder why we 

have been praying for a new bishop on Sundays and some feast days. The reason is 

because although we have Bishop Kurt, he is the second temporary bishop we’ve had. 

He is our second Apostolic Administrator in a row over the past four years. He’s a good 

one, but still temporary. We are asking God to give us a good, holy Eparchial Bishop 

who can be our bishop for a while. Thank you for also including that in your prayers in 

front of your icon corner at home. 
 

Christmas collection envelope: This year we are not selecting a special charity to give 

10 or 20% of our Christmas collection to because we are the charity this year. Our 

stucco expenses are big and so we are applying as much of our donations to it as 

possible. In fact, we would prefer that instead of putting money into the Christmas 

envelope, you put that same money into the Building Fund envelope or write “Stucco 

Fund” or “Building Fund” on a blank envelope and put money into that. Thank you! 
 

Safe Environment Info 

The Eparchy, within all its parishes, institutions and programs, is committed to assuring a safe environment in 

ministry for its children and vulnerable adults that conforms to the USCCB Charter for the Protection of Children and 

Young People. 

For additional information regarding the eparchial Safe Environment Program or to report any incidents or concerns, 

please contact: 

Sbdcn Paul Kilroy, Safe Environment Program Coordinator 

Cell: (480) 745-0316 -- Office: (602) 861-9778 ext. 203; Email: sbdcnkilroy@ephx.org 

Dcn. Michael Hanafin, Victim Assistance Coordinator 

Cell: (480) 307-5182 -- Email: vac@ephx.org 

mailto:sbdcnkilroy@ephx.org
mailto:vac@ephx.org


The Holy Supper of Christmas Eve 
 

The families gather around the table to honor the Holy Child. The table, covered with a white 

cloth is symbolic of the swaddling clothes of Christ. Hay is placed in the center as a reminder of 

the poverty of the cave where Jesus was born. A large loaf of bread, placed as the centerpiece,                                       

symbolizes Christ as the Bread of Life. The candle in the center of the bread recalls the Star of 

Bethlehem which led men to worship the true Light of the World.            

 

Father: + In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.      

 

All:  Our Father… 

 

Troparion (Divine Liturgy Pew Book p. 290)  

 

Father: O Lord, may the star that guided the wise men to your stable in Bethlehem, remind us 

that we also follow your star in heaven from our cradle to the grave. We are also reminded that 

wise men still continue to follow and worship You, by the fulfillment of your teachings in our 

daily lives.  
 

The hungry shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek Him shall praise the Lord. Their hearts 

shall live forever. Bless + O Lord, this food which we receive of your great bounty, through 

Christ our Lord. 

Family: Amen.  

 

Father: (Blessing the food with holy water) O Lord, as You descended as the Divine Manna from 

heaven, bless + this food and drink of your servants, for You are holy always, now and ever, and 

forever.  

Family: Amen.                

                               

Father: (placing incense on the coal) O Lord, accept this incense as a sweet fragrance. May it 

carry our prayers heavenward now and ever and forever.                                 

                                                                      

Family: Amen. May our souls magnify the Lord forever and ever.         

 

Father: (at the setting of the empty chair, all hold hands) We also pray, O Lord, for those who 

have fallen asleep in the Lord and whom we dearly miss. We cherish their precious memories. 

Remember them in your heavenly kingdom, and may their memory be eternal!  

 

Family: Eternal Memory and blessed repose and eternal memory! (Vicnaja Pamjat!) 

  

Father: (raises a glass for the traditional toast) O Lord, be in our thoughts, in our words, in our 

deeds, in our tears, and in our laughter. As we partake of this fruit of the vine, may its 

fermentation remind us that it takes many years of struggle, sacrifice and suffering on this earth 

so that we may experience the spiritual joy that comes from being with You. May all of us be 

blessed with health, happiness and many blessed years.  

 

Family: God grant us many years, God grant us many years, God grant us many blessed years.  



Mother: (taking a clove of garlic and tracing the cross on each one's forehead) May the Lord 

give you the strength and courage to faithfully bear bitter crosses of suffering and pain in this 

life, as symbolized by this garlic. (dipping the clove in honey) May the bitter experiences of life 

be outnumbered by the sweet things of this life, as symbolized by this honey. May you enjoy 

peace, happiness and long life with the Lord always at your side.                                    

 

Family: Amen. Christ is born! Glorify Him!  

 

Father: (the bread is broken and passed to each member) O newborn Savior, bless us as we 

break this bread together in loving kindness and fellowship in your holy Name. May we always 

be blessed with sustenance, and may our tables be filled with wine, wheat and oil. May we 

always acknowledge the sweetness of your goodness and blessings. O Lord, offer us your 

spiritual nourishment, the Eucharist, as we prepare our souls to live forever with You in the 

heavenly kingdom. 
 

Family: May your mercy and love be in our souls forever. May we always be united as one 

happy family, loving and respecting one another, surrounded by your love forever.  
 

Amen.  

 

The traditional twelve foods are now shared 

  

At the conclusion of the meal the Gospel is read by any family member: 

The holy Gospel (Mt: 2; 1-12)  
 

Family: Glory be to You, O Lord, Glory be to You! 

 

Troparion (Divine Liturgy Pew Book p. 290)  

 

Christmas carols are now sung.  

 

Closing Prayer of Thanksgiving 

O heavenly Father we have gathered together this holy evening to honor You and to 

commemorate Your glorious Nativity in Bethlehem. O Son of God, forgive our sins as we 

forgive one another and increase our love for all people.  
 

You, O Blessed Lord were with us this evening as we had partaken of the Holy Supper. We thank 

You for the many blessings we have received this past year and we are humbly grateful for your 

loving care, protection and concern for us. We pray for continued health and peace during the 

coming year. We are called by the heavenly hosts, whose voices ring and cry out with great 

tidings of joy, to hasten to the stable, your holy Temple, to worship and adore your most Holy 

Name.  
 

Blessed are you O God, who are merciful, and who nourishes us from your bountiful gifts by 

your grace and compassion, now and ever and forever. 
  

Amen.                                 

                                           






